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The dynast in him was sorely disappointed.
Power, money and glory had been accumulated,
but for what ? " I've lost what is so dear to me/5
he murmured in one of his spells of depression,
" It is fit for me to retire and not toil and labour
for I know not who.'5 But he was soon to smell
the joy of battle again.

The war was now spreading to the farthest
corners of Europe and over every quarter the
English commander cast his perspicacious eye.
In spite of Rooke's failure at Cadiz, Marlborough
continued to urge the allied navies to seek a base
in the Mediterranean so that France might be
distracted in the south. At the same time he
pressed for money and assistance to be sent to the
French Protestants, who had risen against Louis
XIV in the west of France. This move was
a natural counter to Louis's own successful
efforts at stirring up insurrection among the
Magyar subjects of the Emperor, who were dis-
turbing Vienna from the rear. Louis also now
effected another diplomatic coup when with
lavish promises he persuaded the Elector of
Bavaria, one of the most powerful princes in
Germany, to join his side. On account of the
Elector's defection the French decided to make
their principal effort in the 1703 campaign on the
Upper Rhine, and Hector de Villars, the ablest
French general, was dispatched to join forces with
the Bavarians. Before the normal winter sus-
pension of operations was ended, he began his
campaign by taking the town of Kehl. Marshal
Villeroi, in command in Flanders, was also